
Thursday February 13th 2020 

601 Chisholm St. Ballarat   

Telephone:  03 5332 4544     

 Email: black.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     

www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au 

       Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8.30-4.30pm   

                                   Friday: 8.30—4.00pm 

Welcome Family Picnic Tonight 
We invite our families to bring their own chairs, blankets 
and picnic at our annual family welcome night to be 
held tonight.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
new parents to meet our current families, teachers and 
our school councillors. The evening kicks off with the 
Prep "Seven Steps to Success" information session 
which will outline how best to support your child's    
transition, reading bags, diaries, take home words and 
all the information you will need to make a smooth Prep 
year. This is to be held in Steph’s room, 1/2B. We will 
also have a welcome table for new families to come to 
so we can introduce you to other families.  Teachers 
wearing their badges will be there to help anyone.  
We have Il Piccolo gelato and the Steam coffee van on 
site.  The coffee van will also be selling slushies, 
milkshakes and other drinks.  Kelly Sports will also be 
offering some fun activities on the basketball courts. It 
will be a fun event and I hope to see you all there.  
Please be aware this is a no alcohol event and smoking 

is not permitted on school grounds. 

School Council Elections 
I would sincerely like to thank all members of our school 
council for their work over 2019.  We have 5 of           
vacancies for school Council for 2020.  I would             
particularly like to thank those school councillors whose 
term is coming to an end for their commitment and  
support of the school. 
Please note that nominations for the 5 School Council 
parent representatives is now  open and closes at 
4.00pm next Monday 17 February 2020.  Nomination 
forms can be collected from the office. School Council 
terms of office are for two years. The five parent         
positions that are open for nomination are due to the 
end of their tenure. We welcome nominations from our 
school community. School Councillors attend eight 
School Council meetings per year, held on the second 
Wednesday of each month during term time. There is 

Dates for the family diary... 

training available for new School Councillors.  
The timeline for school council elections can be found 
on page 6 of this Newsletter. 

Google Apps and Office 365 
At Black Hill Primary School we provide learning          
experiences in line with the Digital Technologies Domain 
of the Victorian Curriculum. The teachers and students 
utilise Google Apps including Google Classroom and 
Office 365 to deliver the curriculum within the teaching 
and learning program.  
One of the necessary steps we need to take is to offer    
parents an “opt-out” option. This enables us to be in line 
with Department of Education Policy. Please be assured 
that we have taken the necessary steps in completing 
the Privacy Impact Assessments within our Department.  
The Google Classroom and Office 365 – information 
sheets, are available on our website  
http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/byod.php  Students 
will have access to these platforms unless an opt-out 
form is signed by parents. Please advise us by contacting 
Mandy Rhook if you do NOT wish your child to use these 
platforms. 

Easter Fair 
Planning is well underway for our second biennial Easter 
Fair, which will be held from 5:00 – 9:00pm on Friday 
20th March.  The Easter Fair is our major fundraising 
event for 2020, and we are looking forward to a          
fantastic evening.  There will be two stages, with a         
variety of different entertainment acts for your           
enjoyment.  We will be offering a number of craft stalls, 
food vans, activities and of course our hugely successful 
Easter Egg Hunt in “The Burrow”.  Such an event takes a 
huge amount of planning and requires a large number of 
volunteers to run it successfully.  If you are happy to 
offer your help before or on the night, please contact 
Madeleine Jones on madsljones@gmail.com , with your 
name and contact details, or alternatively, contact the 
school office.                         Cont on page 4………….. 

Thursday 13th February Welcome Family Picnic 5:00-7:00pm 

Monday 17th February 3-6 Swimming Mondays at Aquatic Centre until end of term 

Wednesday  26th February Year 1-6 Athletic Sports—Llanberris 

Monday 2nd March Preps start full time 

Tuesday 3rd March Emergency Drill—Evacuation to Oval. 

Thursday  5th March Curriculum Day—Student Free. 

Green excursion notes to be returned: 
 Years 1-6 Athletic Sports 

http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/byod.php
mailto:madsljones@gmail.com


Team News 

Prep/1/2 Team 

3/4 Team 

 

We have had a great start to our term. Many 
thanks to our parents for making sure our   
students are ready with book boxes, diaries, 
tissues, paper towel, art smocks, library bags 
and hats. We are exploring new learning      
spaces, friends and teachers and negotiating 
new classroom agreements.  
In Maths we have been looking at number 
patterns when we skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s. 
We are reassessing our most used words in 
Word Study - watch this space for more        
information.  
Please remember to return book bags and  
diaries every day as we will be  completing the 
tasks for each date together. We currently 
have a green excursion note out for our      
Athletics Sports Day  (Year 1-2)- please return 
this as soon as possible.  
A friendly reminder that starting on Monday 
the 17th of February Prep students will be    
falling into line with the rest of the school and 
only entering their classrooms when the bell 
goes at 8:45. Once they are in their classroom 
they will follow the classroom routine of sitting 
down with their blue home reading bag,          
re-reading the take home book from the night 
before. Thank you for your cooperation with 
this. This routine plus much more will be     
spoken about in depth at tonight’s ‘Seven 
Steps to Success’ night starting at 5pm in Prep 
B. Look forward to seeing you there.  

The 3/4 Team would firstly like to congratulate 
the students on a great first week back at school. 
It has been very busy, and the students have   
taken it in their stride and have shown some 
amazing initiative and hard work through the first 
week.  
We have been completing swimming lessons at 
the Black Hill pool this week and the students 
have thoroughly enjoyed their time learning 
about pool safety as well as their swimming skills. 
We will continue lessons at the Ballarat Aquatic 
Centre weekly from the 17th February up until the 
end of term. 
A reminder that students need to return the   
Digital Technologies agreement form and the 
Grade 3 students are also required to return the 
BYOD form.  Have a great week . 



5/6 Team 

Team News 

Sports Captains 

Week two has been busy in Year 5/6. We have begun        
establishing classroom routines and agreements in       
preparation for a successful year ahead. There have been 
opportunities to collaborate and get to know our peers and 
teachers, participating in some team-based activities as 
well as creating some masterpieces for our classrooms.  
The school diaries are being utilised every day, with an  
emphasis on taking the time to be mindful and build         
independence and resilience. We would encourage         
everyone to ask the question ‘What went well today?’ to         
continue to develop our positive mindsets.  
 

Our swimming program 
will begin again next 
week. All students need 
to bring their swimming 
gear on Monday. The 
green Athletics Day    
notices went home      
yesterday, we would   
appreciate those being 
returned as soon as    
possible.  
Thank you for your     
support in creating a 
smooth and successful 
start to our 2020 year. 

 

Grace:  
Hi I’m Grace and I am the 
Geil Sports Captain for 2020. 
I currently play cricket for 
Ballarat East and Netball for 
Dela. I love all sport and am 
looking forward to Sports 
Day in a few weeks time.       
I am excited to lead Geil 
House.  

Codie:  
Hi I’m Codie and I am the Taylor 
Sports Captain for 2020.                  
I currently play outdoor soccer for 
Daylesford and Ballarat and I play 
Futsal for the Panthers at Ballarat 
East. If you are ever looking for 
me you will likely find me with a 
Soccer ball under my foot up on 
the oval. I am looking forward to 
sports day in a few weeks and 
being able to lead my house in 
sport throughout the year.  

Cooper:  
Hi I am Cooper and I am the 
Johnson Sports Captain for 
2020. I currently spend 4 
nights a week honing my 
Karate skills and am already 
a black belt. This year I am 
looking forward to sports 
day and being a positive role 
model for my house.  

Luka:  
Hi I am Luka and I am the Hunter 
Sports Captain for 2020. I currently 
play Basketball for the Saints and 
have been a member of the Balla-
rat Rep team for the last year and 
half. This involves quite a few early 
morning training sessions and 
plenty of commitment. This year I 
am looking forward to sports day 
and being able to run sporting 
clinics throughout the year.  



ASSEMBLY  
Assembly is held at 2:40pm each Friday. This week, student leadership badges for     
Capitani Italiani, Canteen Monitors, Library Monitors, Visual Arts Monitors and             
Performing Arts Monitors will be awarded.  All welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLATINUM SUPPORTERS 

Cont from Page 1……….. 

Athletic Sports 
On Wednesday 26th February our Year 1-6 Students will participate in the annual Athletic Sports at Llanberris      
Reserve.  This is a fun day for all concerned and always a colourful spectacle with children dressed in their team 
colours.  We welcome parents and family members to watch the sports on the day.  If you would like to volunteer 
to help on the day, please see Chloe. 

School Colour Explosion 
On the last day of Term 1, our students will take part in the School    
Colour Explosion!  This event will be held at Russell Square.  
The School Colour Explosion is a traditional run with a fun and colourful 
twist! It’s all about participation, raising money for our school which 
ends with students being drenched in coloured powder by the time they 
reach the finish line!  The colour powder used is non toxic,                    
biodegradable, environmentally friendly and skin safe.  Look out for 
more information in the coming weeks about this exciting event.   

Three Way Conferences 
Students, teachers and parents will take part in Three Way Conferences 
on Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th March.  Students will be dismissed at 
1:30pm on Tuesday 24th March, to accommodate the Conferences. 
Camp Australia will run from 1:30pm on this day for those who require 
it. Please contact them to book your child/ren in. 
Three Way Conferences are part of Black Hill’s reporting cycle and are held at the end of Term 1 and Term 3.  They 
are designed to complement the formal semester reports at the end of Term 2 and 4.  Your child will be able to 
discuss their learning goals and achievements with you during these conferences.  Booking will be via the Compass 
Parent portal, and you will be advised when bookings are open. 
 
Donna Bishop,  

Principal  



 
Message from Fiona 

Hi all,  

I hope you have had a wonderful break and are back in the swing of the 
school year and enjoying what is 2020 so far. I just wanted to let you know 
what I am up to. 

Very late last year I was approached with a job opportunity teaching at     
Beaufort Secondary College. As a result I accepted a 12 month placement at 
Beaufort Secondary College teaching Year 7 English & Humanities, Year 11 
and 12 VCAL English and Personal Development and VCAL Coordinator. I 
am really excited about this change but equally sad about leaving Black Hill 
for now. I am enjoying the new challenges and change as I have been at 
Black Hill and in the Primary system for 15 years.  

I know our paths will cross in some way or another and I wish all of the Black 
Hill Community a safe, productive and healthy 2020. 

Regards, 

Fiona Plews. 

A message from our Sports Captains:  
On Sports Day there will be a House Relay. The House Captains will be holding 
trials to find the fastest runners from each house to represent them in the race. 
If you would like trial to be in the House Relay you need to add your name to 
your house sign-up sheet in the gym foyer. The House Captains will then hold 
time trials to select who will be in the team.  

Looking for second hand school uniforms?                                                    

St. Johns Op Shop, 607 Lydiard St. Nth, Ballarat has a range of second 

hand Black Hill school uniforms.   

They are open from 10am—2pm Wednesdays to Fridays.. 

Entertainment books are back! 
Get your new Entertainment Membership today to 

support Black Hill Primary School and receive these 

early bird bonus offers. 

https://www.entertainment.com.au/

orderbooks/113q005 

Up to 4 months EXTRA MEMBERSHIP + SPEND & 

SAVE + $20 BONUS WISH eGift Card when you pur-

chase our NEW Multi City or Multi Plus Membership. 

Hurry offers end 29th February! 

Entertainment Memberships can start anytime and 

are packed with thousands of substantial savings on 

dining, travel and fun family activities. The digital 

membership is easy to download to start using in-

stantly. New offers are added weekly for ongoing 

value all year round.  

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/113q005
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/113q005


Kelly Sports is back in Term 1! 
Black Hill PS 

Multi-Sport Program 
(Soccer, B-Ball, Tennis & T-Ball) 

Thursdays (Starting 6th Feb) 
3:35pm-4:35pm 

Preps to Grade 4s 
8 week program ($105.60) 

www.kellysports.com.au to enrol 
Call Dom 0417 967 621 for queries 

http://www.kellysports.com.au


Links from  article above: 

Gratitude:  https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/gratitude  Empathy: https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/empathy  

Mindfulness: https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/topic/mindfulness/definition    

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOBQlI_tIGY&lc=z23awzbi5xzfsthfeacdp433y3mtayg15rxwuweuhcxw03c010c 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/gratitude
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/empathy
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/topic/mindfulness/definition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOBQlI_tIGY&lc=z23awzbi5xzfsthfeacdp433y3mtayg15rxwuweuhcxw03c010c








 






