
Thursday February 6th 2020 

601 Chisholm St. Ballarat   

Telephone:  03 5332 4544     

 Email: black.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     

www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au 

       Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8.30-4.30pm   

                                   Friday: 8.30—4.00pm 

Welcome back 

Welcome back to all students, parents and staff, 
especially those new students and parents who 
have joined the Black Hill school community for the 
first time this year. It was wonderful to see and 
hear the school filled with the sounds of happy  
children on Monday. The teachers have been   
working very hard over the past weeks to ensure a 
very organised and smooth start to the year; I think 
they have done a wonderful job. 

School Council 

I would sincerely like to thank all members of our 
School Council for their work over 2019.  We have 5  
vacancies for school Council for 2020.  I would    
particularly like to thank those school councillors 
whose term is coming to an end for their            
commitment and support of the school. 

Please note that nominations for the 5 School 
Council parent representatives opens on Monday 
10th February, and close at 4.00pm Monday 17th  
February 2020.  Nomination forms can be           
collected from the office. School Council terms of 
office are for two years. The five parent positions 
that are open for nomination are due to the end of 
their tenure.  

School Councillors attend eight School Council 
meetings per year, held on the second Wednesday 
of each month during term time. There is training 
available for new School Councillors.  

The timeline for School Council elections can be 
found on page 6 of this Newsletter. 

New Preps for 2020 

All our Prep students have now had three full days 
at school.  There were many excited, anxious and 
eager children starting on Monday. The children 
settled very well into their classes and had a      
wonderful first day at school. I would like to thank 

Dates for the family diary... 

all the parents for preparing their students for the 
school year. There is considerable work, time and 
money involved in preparing your child for school –
lunches, uniform, school shoes, books, fees etc. 
Having children well prepared supports their    
learning and ensures a smooth start. 

Swimming Program 

Our Year 3 - 6 students are already participating in 
their intensive swimming program at the Black Hill 
Pool followed by weekly lessons at the Ballarat 
Aquatic Centre. I would like to thank Chloe Dew for 
organising the swimming program.  A special thanks 
must also go to the students and classroom     
teachers for the way that they are embracing the 
program.   

Values 

In 2020 our school community will again embrace 
our values of TEAMWORK, INTEGRITY, ASPIRATION, 
RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY. The teachers will be 
nominating students for our values badges when 
they see a student demonstrating the school       
values. When a student receives 5 nominations in 
one category, they receive a badge for that          
category, to wear with pride on their school        
uniform. 

Teacher Teams 

All teachers are working together in teams to      
ensure we meet the learning needs of your         
children. The teams are Prep, 1-2, Year 3-4 and Year 
5-6. Together our teams will ensure we are using up 
to date data to guide student learning experiences 
as well as ensuring a nurturing and challenging 
learning environment. 

I would like to invite you to make time to meet with 
me should you have any concerns at all regarding 
your child’s learning. An appointment is best and 
this can be made by telephoning the office. 

Continued on page 4……. 

Monday 10th February 3/4 Swimming commences at Black Hill Pool 

Wednesday 12th February School Council Meeting 7:00pm 

Thursday 13th February Welcome Family Picnic 5:00-7:00pm 

Monday 17th February 3-6 Swimming Mondays at Aquatic Centre until end of term 

Wednesday  26th February Year 1-6 Athletic Sports—Llanberis 

Monday 2nd March Preps start full time 

Green excursion notes to be returned: 
 3/4 swimming 

http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/


Team News 

Prep/1/2 Team 

3/4 Team 

 

Welcome back to school! Hope everyone had a great break! The Preps are doing a 
fabulous job settling into school life. The Grade 1/2 students are enjoying their new 
classrooms. Don’t forget they are little and need lots of sleep each night. Thank you 
to all those who have paid and brought in their book boxes.  Please remember to 
bring in one box of tissues for your child’s classroom; this is so important because 
everyone uses them and they help to stop the spread of colds and flu. Remember, 
each child needs their own set of headphones, art smock and library bag. Please make 
sure you clearly name all of these.  

The Prep ‘Seven Steps to Success’ information night is on next Thursday 13th of       
February. It starts at 5:00pm and will not go for very long, but it is super important for 
your child that you, their caregiver, attend. It is also a great opportunity to ask any 
questions you may have. After the information night 
you will be able to participate in the Welcome Family 
Picnic, which runs from 5pm -7pm.  

The School Nurse forms have been handed out today 
to all Prep students. Please fill these out and return 
them as soon as possible. The school nurse visits in the 
last week of term and checks each student’s eyesight, 
hearing and speech, which are all super important for 
learning. 

The Courier came today and took photos of our Preps 
for their feature article ‘Big Steps, Little Feet’ and the 
photos will be in the paper on February 26th. Keep an 
eye out! 

A big welcome to all our students and families. I’m sure everyone enjoyed the break and are ready for the exciting 
year ahead. Thank you to all the families who were able to bring students in for an interview last week. This was a 
great opportunity to meet families and students and to assess learning in order to set goals and to plan for the 
term ahead.  

Next week the Grade 3/4 students will begin the swimming program at the Black Hill swimming pool. Please     
ensure students pack bathers, a towel, goggles and a rash vest or t-shirt in a small back pack. A rash vest or t-shirt 

to swim in is compulsory for this 
week. A small plastic bag is also 
recommended for wet clothing 
after swimming.   

A reminder that students need to 
return the Digital Technologies 
agreement form and the Grade 3 
students are also required to      
return the BYOD form.  



5/6 Team 

Team News 

FROM THE OFFICE 

Welcome back to all 
our 5/6s for 2020! 
It’s great to see   
everyone keen and 
excited for the year 
ahead. We have 
had a super busy 
start to the year 
with interviews 
kicking off last week 
and straight into 
swimming this week 
up at the Black Hill 
pool.  
We will then           
continue our        
lessons each         
Monday, beginning 
on the 21st of      
February for 5 
weeks at the 
Aquatic Centre.  

Welcome all families to 2020 at Black Hill Primary School. 

 If you have not yet paid for your child/ren’s bookpack and diary, please call into the office for payment and  
collection. 

 Excursion notes should be signed and returned as soon as possible after you receive them. When paying in 
cash please enclose in an envelope with your child’s name and class on the outside. 

 The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) assists families with those costs. The amount is $125 per child 
per year. If you have a Health Care Card, Pension Card or a Veterans Affairs Card you may be eligible to receive 
the Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF).  Please contact the office and collect a form and we will take a 
copy of your card and process your application. 

 Please notify the office if your child/ren will be absent or late to school. Remember if you are going on holiday 
during the school term time please let us know so we can record the absence correctly. 

 The Department of Education requires us to telephone you if your child is recorded as an unexplained absence 
from class on any day and for you to provide a valid reason for the absence. 

 When you need to collect your child at any time during the school day please call the office so we can ensure 
that your child is waiting for you at the office to be signed out. 

 At the end of the school day, if you are running late to collect your child/ren, please contact the office and let 
us know what time you will arrive for pick up. 

 

 

 

Student Banking will commence on Tuesday 11th February, 2020. There will be a representative from the student 
banking team at our assembly on 14th February to share with us ideas on saving and the rewards that are available 
this year. 

Our Grade 6s were also excited to 

receive their new polo tops on 

Wednesday, they look great! 



ASSEMBLY  
Assembly is held at 2:40pm each Friday. This week,  student leadership badges for 
School Captains, Playground Mentors, Learning Advisors, DigiKids and Sports Leaders 
will be awarded.  All welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLATINUM SUPPORTERS 

Continued from page 1……. 

Welcome Family Picnic 

We invite our families to bring their own chairs, blankets and picnic to our annual Welcome Family Picnic 
to be held on Thursday, February 13th, 5:00pm—7:00pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our new 
parents to meet our current families, teachers and our School Councillors. We will also have a welcome 
umbrella for new families to come to so we can introduce you to other families.  Teachers wearing 
their badges will be there to help anyone. 

We hope to have a balmy Ballarat summer night. We have Il Piccolo gelato and the Steam coffee van 
available. It promises to be a fun event and I hope to see you all there.  

Please be aware this is a no alcohol event and smoking is not permitted on school grounds. 

Google Apps and Office 365 

At Black Hill Primary School we provide learning experiences in line with the Digital Technologies Domain 
of the Victorian Curriculum. The teachers and students utilise Google Apps including Google Classroom 
and Microsoft Office 365 to deliver the curriculum within the teaching and learning program.  

One of the necessary steps we need take is to offer parents an “opt-out” option. This enables us to be in 
line with Department of Education Policy. Please be assured that we have taken the necessary steps in 
completing the Privacy Impact Assessments within our Department.  

The Google Classroom and Office 365 information sheets, are available on our website:  

http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/byod.php  Students will have access to these platforms unless advised 
by parents that they do not want their children to have access to them. Please advise us by contacting 
Mandy Rhook if you do NOT wish your child to use these platforms. This information will also be put on 
the Compass Parent Newsfeed. 

 

 

Donna Bishop,  

Principal  

 

http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/byod.php


Meet your 2020 School Captains 

G-day I’m Samuel  Ashby and I’ll be one of your School Captains for 2020. Let me tell you a bit 
about myself. I love any sport especially cricket, cricket is always no. 1. I also like cooking and 
making my friends laugh. I also enjoy many subjects like maths and writing. Sincerely, Samuel 
Ashby  .  

Hi I am Alice McKenzie and I am one of your School Captains for 2020. I am looking forward to 
the challenge and responsibility of being a School Captain. In my spare time I love to read and 
draw. I spend a lot of my time playing sports. My favourite sports are netball and cricket. My     
favourite colour is yellow and I love koalas.  Thanks for reading. 

My name is Wilbur Phillips and I am very excited as I am one of your School Vice-Captains this 
year. I enjoy looking after animals, in fact I have once looked after a koala until the animal rescue 
arrived. Some of my hobbies are playing cricket, speed solving Rubik’s cubes and listening to 
music. I am looking forward to playing cricket for East Ballarat. 

Hi I’m Mia Price and I am one of your School Vice Captains for 2020. I am really excited this year 
for many reasons. A new class, new teachers, new students, new leadership roles and sport! I do 
basketball, netball and dance and I am super excited for it to start back this year! I have 1 dog, 
his name is Opie and he is a golden Labrador. I really enjoy swimming, shopping and hanging 
out with my friends. 

Hey, I’m Wil Douglas and I’m one of your School Vice-Captains for 2020. I’m looking forward to 
the responsibility of being a Vice-Captain and role model this year. In my spare time I love to play 
sports such as cricket and soccer. I am a bit of a baker and I really like to make choc chip     
cookies! My favourite colour is yellow but I don’t like bananas! (weird right!?)! And I thank the 
school community for giving me this opportunity and responsibility. 

Hi, l am Chloe Valentine. I was born in Werribee, l am 11 years old and turning 12 on July 5th. In 
my spare time I like to dance and l go to The Academy of Classical Ballet. I also like to draw and l 
am a really creative person; l love my arts. My favourite colour is green and my favourite food is 
sushi, but I am allergic to dairy. I have been to Black Hill since Prep and always looked up to the 
School Captains  I am so excited to be your Vice Captain for 2020! Goodbye for now. 



Kelly Sports is back in Term 1! 
Black Hill PS 

Multi-Sport Program 
(Soccer, B-Ball, Tennis & T-Ball) 

Thursdays (Starting 6th Feb) 
3:35pm-4:35pm 

Preps to Grade 4s 
8 week program ($105.60) 

www.kellysports.com.au to enrol 
Call Dom 0417 967 621 for queries 

http://www.kellysports.com.au








 








